Friday 11th June 2021

Fulmer Infant School

Dear Parents/Carers,
Welcome back for the second half of the Summer Term. We hope you all had a very
enjoyable and relaxing half-term break; it certainly was lovely to have some gorgeous sunny
weather at last.
Now that we are back in school it is lovely to see how motivated and eager to enjoy school
activities the children are. We have a lot going on in the last few weeks of the school year
and hopefully we will be able to schedule far more than we could last year.

Return to Usual School Hours for Key Stage 1 Classes
You will be aware this week that we are trying to return to our usual school hours for our Year
1 and Year 2 classes. We would like to thank you all for your support in this especially for
making the change at quite short notice. We have been concerned that the staggered start
and finish times have been disruptive to lesson planning and, now that we are in the last two
months of the year, really want to make the most of all our teaching time. It is our goal that
all children should make expected progress despite the loss of schooling for many due to
Covid.
School times are as follows:Start Time

Finish Time

Reception

8:45am

2:45pm

Year 1

8:55am

3:00pm

Year 2

8:55am

3:00pm

Tempest School Photographers
Just to remind you Tempest School Photographers will be in school on Wednesday 16th June
to take both individual and class photos. Please can all children wear smart school uniform
with white shirt and blue jumper/cardigan. Preferably not summer dresses on this day. Many
thanks for your co-operation.
Father’s Day 2021
On Sunday 20th June it will be Father’s Day. Friends of Fulmer would like to give children the
opportunity to create something ‘crafty’ for their Dads to celebrate this special day. On
Monday 14th June after school they will be selling special craft goody bags from the front
garden, priced at £5. Please see the attached leaflet.

The Matchbox Challenge
Just before the half-term break, Friends of Fulmer issued every child with a small empty
matchbox and launched the ‘Matchbox Challenge’ as a fun, fund raising activity for the
holiday. This week we have been delighted to see the huge response to the challenge and
enjoyed listening to the children excitedly explaining the many things they managed to
squeeze into their boxes!
We would like to say a huge ‘Thank You’ to you and your friends/family for also entering the
sponsorship side of the challenge. If all your generous sponsors donate as planned, together
you will have raised in excess of £1,000 for the school! This is truly amazing and we are so
grateful. Sadly, Covid has had a significant negative impact on our school budget and every
donation really will make a difference.
There were several prize categories arranged through the challenge and the winners are as
follows: Best decoration for matchbox
Highest number of objects in matchbox (76)
Most unusual item in the matchbox
Most sponsor money raised (£91.20)

-

YG (Reception)
GL(Reception)
CP (Year 2)
RG (Year 2)

We also awarded runner up prizes to, SA (Yr 2), EK (Yr 1), RR (Yr 1), CT (Yr 1), JT (Yr 1),
and OY(Yr R) CONGRATULATIONS!

Please enjoy the photos from this amazing half term challenge and thank you Friends of
Fulmer!

Such great designs!

D.T. – Year 1 Design Pizzas!
As part of the Design
Technology curriculum
pupils need to learn
about healthy eating and
understand where the
food they eat comes
from.
Linking this to their
humanities project on
Oceans and Islands,
Year 1 pupils this week
had the opportunity to
both design and then
make delicious pizzas
with
an
underwater
theme.
Fish, starfish
and
dolphin
shaped
pizzas were beautifully
created and taken home to enjoy.
Well done to all our budding cooks and we hope you enjoyed all the different toppings on
offer!

Year 2 Science
Pupils in Year 2 have enjoyed
a very busy spell over recent
weeks in Science.
Looking at the requirements of
plants to germinate and grow,
pupils have enjoyed observing
the process with their own
individual pots of cress.
Their Science activities have
also had good cross-curricular
links too. Observation of a
classroom plant, a Bromeliad,
which grow in abundance in
many Rainforest regions, has
enabled pupils to recreate
these beautiful plants in Art
using paper folding skills and
coloured card.
Well done Year 2, you have worked incredibly hard with these exciting activities and your
plants look stunning!

Reception Learn about Butterflies and Stick Insects!
Over the last few weeks, Reception have watched caterpillars grow into butterflies as part of
their work on lifecycles. They were fascinated with the transformation process from caterpillar
to chrysalis to butterfly. Once they emerged as beautiful Monarch butterflies, the children
were very excited to release them into the Fulmer countryside!

Fun fact – A butterfly’s lifespan is about 4 weeks.

Moving on from our success with the butterflies,
Sammy’s mum has kindly donated stick insects to
the Reception class for them to observe. The
children are thoroughly enjoying searching for them
and their movements.
Apparently there are two stick insects in this photo –
can you find them?

Diary Dates

Monday 14th June – Father’s Day Craft Bag Sale (at pick up)
Tuesday 15th June – Country Dancing Recording (Yr 1 & Yr 2)
Wednesday 16th June – Tempest School Photographs
Tuesday 22nd June – Summer Production Recording
Wednesday 23rd June – Yr 1 Vision Screening
Monday 28th June – Steel Pan Workshop (see bookbag)
Wednesday 30th June – Yr 1 & Yr 2 Sport Event (in school)
Friday 2nd July – Reception Sport Event (in school)
Thursday 15th July – Yr 1 Leavers Assembly
Friday 16th July - School Closes at 1pm

Special Thanks
Over the half term break, the outside of our school has been
magnificently transformed with the addition of 6 gorgeous
hanging baskets and lots of little new bedding plants planted in
the front garden.
Thank you so much to Liz and Tom Robinson at Pinewood
Nurseries for the beautiful donation of hanging baskets and thank
you also to Barbara Bridges and Clifford Bourne who tend the
front garden and have planted new bedding plants. The front of
the school is looking so colourful and welcoming.

School Champions
At the end of every week staff review the effort and performance of children in each class and
make two special awards: the ‘Star of the Week’ award and the ‘Best Listener’ award.
Certificates are then presented in our Friday assembly and children congratulated. The
award-winning champions for the last two weeks in school are: -

Friday 28th May

Friday 11th June

Best Listeners: -

Best Listeners: -

Year R – FM
Year 1 – AD
Year 2 – RG

Stars of the Week: Year R – RC
Year 1 – AO
Year 2 – IA

Year R – CR
Year 1 – NS
Year 2 – MB

Stars of the Week: Year R – AA
Year 1 – JT
Year 2 – SA

Country Dancing
Traditionally each summer our pupils in Years 1 and 2 have taken part in a lovely country
dancing festival with children from other local schools. Sadly, like last year, due to Covid, this
lovely event will not be taking place.
However, as country dancing is a much loved activity by both children and staff, we will be
putting on our own little show. The event will take place next Tuesday and will be filmed so
parents can view it on our website. A special password will be sent out later this term.
On Tuesday please could pupils in Years 1
& 2 wear their school PE kit, (blue shorts,
blue top and plimsolls) to school ready to
participate. We will keep fingers crossed
for sunny weather!
To give you a little taste of the video to
come, a few impromptu photos were taken
this week. By chance the dancing music
was played at lunchtime when staff were
testing the speaker and, amazingly pupils,
rushed to the grass and immediately
began dancing without any staff prompts!
It was lovely to watch and much enjoyed
by the staff on duty!

Vision Screening for Year 1 Children
Following our previous emails to Year 1 parents regarding the Vision Screening for Year 1
pupils, we are delighted to inform you that we have now been given a date when the school
nurses will be in school. The screening will take place on Wednesday 23rd June in the
afternoon.
If any parent wishes to opt out of the screening, you are able to do so on the following email
address: -

bht.schoolhealth-screening@nhs.net

Easyfundraising – Help Us to Raise Money with Your Shopping!
All schools are usually short of money and often struggle to balance their budgets. Fulmer
Infant School is no exception and, being a small school, needs to explore every opportunity
to raise money.
Are you aware that you can help us raise funds every time you order goods online? You can
really help us by supporting our ‘Easyfundraising’ scheme. This is such a painless way to
raise money for the school and as our budget is very tight this year we would really
appreciate your help. Please read the instructions below and remember to use the account
for any shopping you do online, especially if you are ordering something big like a new
washing machine or a sofa! Already over 3,000 different retailers participate in this scheme.
All you have to do is
1. Go to:

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/invite/EG93VX/LDD5US
2. Enter Fulmer Infant School in the search box
3. Click Join Us and enter your details and then click on Create My Account
4. Choose from over 3,000 retailers, do your online shopping as normal and our cause
will receive a free donation at no extra cost to you for every purchase you make
There are no catches or hidden charges and the school will be really grateful for your
donations. Remember too, any family raising £5 for the school earns 10 Dojo points
for their child! Thank you so much for your support.
And Finally…..
Our first week back in school after the half-term break has been a very pleasant one with
lovely weather and hard working children – long may this continue!
Stay safe and stay well.
With our very best wishes,

Mrs Cathy Hunt and Mrs Tracey Dowsing
Co- Headteachers

